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Sub- Information Wanted Planning Commissions Can Assist 
ASS. the Federal Housing Program 
We desire the following information from our by 

Adams, | members end readers: James A, Moffett, Federal Housing Administrator 

d City 1. Copy of all reports published by all planning 

250. agencies in the country. It is a fair assumption that hereafter every- 

2. A list of the officials of every planning a- body in any way financially interested in a mort- 
n-Mif- gency in the country.(We have such a list but gage on a residence will went to have the mortgage 

) 331 want to assure its accuracy.) insured by the Federal Housing Administration. Be- 

3. News items for the NEWS LETTER, fore a mortgage can be insured, we must know the 

4, It has been suggested that every issue of the true value of the property it covers, whether the 

ng Com NEWS LETTER should contain an original state- house is already built or is to be built with mon- 

Cham- ment by some member discussing a pertinent ey borrowed on the Housing Administration's agree- 

4) 30 planning problem. ment to insure the mortgage when the construction 
is done. : 

Our ability to serve you depends upon the co- To establish thgse values according to our re- 

INA by Operation of our members. You can assist material- quirements and regulaétions,we already have our own 

okings§ ly by keeping us advised of progress in your com- appraisers in all the leading cities of the coun- 

D, C,@ munity. try; and very soon we shall have them accessible 
to every city and town, It is obvious, therefore, 
The Role of Cities in National Planning that the Planning Commissions throughout the Unit- 

' BOARD ed States can give us indispensable information 

Public "The (National Resources) Board's proposal and guidance. 

m,D.C,§ for planning agencies on all levels of government We insure mortgages on homes and on group 
has a meaning for city planning units.First of all residences or apartments described as low-cost 
it presupposes that each city will organize a mod- housing projects. The true value of a property in 

vlands,§ ern planning agency with full authority to prepare either of these classes does not depend alone on 

sonsin,§ 8nd present a comprehensive plan for urban develop- the cost of the building. Factors such as the con- 
ment to its city council.Many cities have embraced dition of neighboring properties and the purposes 
the city-planning idea of the last thirty years for which they are used enter into the final ap- 

ILLAGES@ and are already equipped with a planning organiza- praisal, as indeed does the probability or lack of 

A, J,@ tion, but other cities must take important first probability that in the future they will be used 

5, 114 steps in order to establish such a unit, in ways calculated to lessen or increase their val- 

82-96 i ue and desirability. Lg 
Second, the report conceives city planning Naturally, in considering such things our ap- 
on a far wider scale than heretofore.No city plan- praisers and the cooperating lending institutions 
ning agency stands alone. Urban planning units will be guided, where planning commissions exist, 
mst relate their activities to those of similar by the plans that determine or greatly affect bea 
agencies of sister cities, of counties and rural buildings on which it is proposed to issue insured 
ill pubj areas, of the state in which they are located and mortgages. 


£4 bib-§ perhaps of other states as well, and of the nation 
on landj itself. State planning boards have been organized 
equests§ in forty-two states. They will cooperate with ur- 
ide only ban planning organizations, tying in their activi- 
ties with those of the state as a whole.” Charles 
E, Merriam, Member, National Resources Board. (See 
bibliography. ) - 











We are convinced that our standard form of 
home mortgage, together with the requirements and 
rules controlling its insurance, will result even- 
tually in abolition of objectionable, cheap or un- 
reliable construction. Cooperation between plan- 
ning officials and ourselves will make that out- 
come doubly sure. 








Planning commissions are rapidly becoming 
more numerous. Wherever we have their help and 
guidance, we can make it practically certain that 
not only an individual residence but a whole sec- 
tion or subdivision of a city shall in the future 
maintain or increase the quelities that make it a 
good place to live in. 

In brief, the planning commissions will help 
us to protect home owners and investors and make 
home building in America of the highest type;while 
on the other hand we shall help the planners to 
create and make more lasting the beauty and con- 
venience of buildings, a result that is among 
their principal objectives. 


A New Deal for Great Britain 


Our readers will be interested to know that 
Mr. Lloyd George has proposed a "New Deal” for 
Great Britain. Among other things he suggests: 


1. The creation of an economic general staff com- 
posed of the best expert minds available to 
work with existing departments, and to 
a. Survey the needs of the nation, and 
b. Propose a development and reconstruction 

program based upon that survey. 

2. That a million workers be settled on the land. 

3. That there be an extensive road building and 
slum clearance program. In carrying out this 
program it is proposed that many of those now 
unemployed but living on unemployment insur- 
ance be hired for the work. 


Labor and Materials 


In the development of a program for Public 
Works, it was deemed desirable to provide projects 
which utilize the greatest possible amount of la- 
bor, and in which the percentage of labor is high 
as compared with materials, At the hearings before 
the Senate Committee on Appropriations at which 
the new relief bill was discussed, the following 
estimates were submitted: (Percen of direct 
labor to be used) "Highways, about 40%;Slum Clear- 
ance, 28%; Grade Crossings, 30%; Rural Housing, 
40%; Rural Electrification, 30%; Reforestation, 
Soil Erosion, Sub-Marginal Land, 50 to 90%;Special 
Federal Projects, 62%; Commmity Sanitation and 
Health Control, 90%; River and Harbor Projects, 
Canals, etc., 38%; Stream Polution, 40%," 


The Realtors on Plann 





",eeeSince the first job of planning and building 
was badly done, we must go back and do it over a- 
gain. The members of this association (Real Es- 
tate) were probably the most aggressive group in 
the organized city planning movement. We have been 
responsible in part for blunders made.Nevertheless, 








no other group is better qualified to do the job 
over again in a sound and constructive manner, Only 
in this way can true confidence in mch of our 
city real estate be restored.” Walter S, Schmidt, 
A Program of Activities for the Year Ahead. Nation- 
al Real Estate Journal, February, 1935. 


Further Report on Public Works Inventory 


Recent reports on the inventory of public 
works projects submitted by governmental agencies 
throughout the country to the Public Works Adminis- 
tration show a total of nearly 100,000 projects 
submitted which will cost approximately fourteen 
billion dollars. Three states have submitted proj- 
ects which will cost more than one billion dollars, 
They are New York, $2,080,494,893; New Jersey, 
$1,536,118,912 and Michigan $1, 262,739,922. The 
report is not yet complete, 


The State Planning Reports 





State Planning Commissions in a number of 
states have issued progress reports. Most readers 
have been repelled by the great amount of data. A 
usual comment upon looking at the report is, "This 
is a large volume, it apparently represents much 
labor, it undoubtedly has some value, but how can 
it be used?"In the preparation of the public works 
inventory many of these reports have justified 
themselves since they served as the basis for the 
programs of public works. The question still re- 


mains, however, "How to get this information to “—— 


public?" A possible answer lies in the series of 
reports and summaries issued by the State Planning 
Board of New York. This board has prepared a vo- 
luminous report but in addition a series of brief 
outlines, summaries,and reports has also been pre- 
pared.The casual reader, interested only in a par- 
ticular phase of planning has had that particular 
subject explained in brief form. The result has 
probably been an increased interest in planning 
and an interest in the entire report. Suggestions 
from our members relating to the method of bring- 
ing planning information to the public will be wel- 
come. 


Have you sent in your application for membership 
in the AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLANNING OFFICIALS? 


Cotton and the National Plan 


The American Mercury for February, 1935, car- 
ries a story which states that a successful cotton 
picker has at last been developed. This may pro- 
foundly influence population trends in the south- 
ern states with a resultant effect upon other sec- 
tions of the country.According to the article (The 
Revolution in Cotton) there were in 1930 115,582 
full owners of cotton farms in the cotton states. 





There were 102,528 part owmers, and 3,548 farms 
were operated by managers. The number of tenants 
and share-croppers amounted to 1,192,195 and of 
this number 698,839 were colored. If human labor 
is replaced by the machine this may cause a shift 
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